
REPORT of the OLL NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

In accordance with the Library Constitution and Bylaws, the Nominating 
Committee hereby submits and publishes its slate of nominees 30 days 
before the Annual General Assembly on March 6.  This slate represents 
only nominations to positions open for election. Additional nominations 
may be made from the floor of the Assembly.


VICE-PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT-ELECT:  John Dumser 

My husband Robert and I moved to Oaxaca in 2015, as it called to us, as a special 
place and the OLL is one of the reasons.  It is a space to come together and learn of 
the different cultures of Mexico and Oaxaca from each other. It also has brought us 
many lasting friendships.  I joined the team of volunteers at the OLL over 4 years ago at 
the Circulation Desk, shelving books, and managing events and was elected to and 
served on the Board of Directors as Vice-President and President.  I look forward to 
continue to participate in the success of the OLL.


SECRETARY:  Mary Phillips (Term ends 2023)


I was born and raised on a farm in rural Illinois.  My first library was a book mobile 
which arrived in a town near us every two weeks in the summer.  I’ve loved libraries 
since then.  In my professional life I taught German and English in Iowa public high 
schools.  I guided many trips to local libraries to introduce my students to the ways 
libraries could enrich their lives.  In 2002, my husband and I took early retirement and 
went to Budapest to earn CELTA (Cambridge English Language Teaching for Adults) 
Certificates.  After earning those we taught in Bratislava, Slovakia; Zhongshan, China; 
Cusco, Peru and, finally, Oaxaca.  Since coming to Oaxaca in 2005 we have been 
members of the OLL.  The OLL is an incredible resource for both the Expat and 
Mexican communities.  I am looking forward to supporting it by serving on the board.


TREASURER:  Marirose Lescher (Term ends 2023)


Marirose Lescher is a former banking and finance attorney, and was the Associate 
General Counsel of The Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco, and a partner in a 
minority-and-women-owned law firm in San Francisco.  After seventeen years of 
practicing law, Marirose returned to school~something she swore she would never, 
ever, ever do after law school.  She holds a M.Div. degree and a Ph.D. in Religious 
Studies (Concentrations in Theology, Ethics, Culture and Women's Studies in Religion). 
She served as a hospice chaplain, and also as a graduate school instructor.  She lives 



in San Andres Huayapam with three dogs intent on herding cats (and other animals), 
and one cat who is the jefe.     


AT-LARGE DIRECTOR: Phil Schlak (Term ends 2024) 

I'm Phil Schlak. I hail from Chicago, having lived in that vicinity my entire life.

Gladly retired. Happily married (to Enaj). Thrilled to travel, swim, read or watch old 
movies all whenever the opportunity arises.

Came to cherish reading & libraries at an early age. This became a permanent part of 
who I am when I studied for my degree in English Literature. Happily addicted!


AT-LARGE DIRECTOR:  Douglas Long (Term ends 2024)


I was born in Michigan and lived there until 1976, at which time I moved to Hawaii.


In Hawaii, I worked as a carpenter in mostly residential construction. I later became a 
partner in a construction company and at times had my own company. The last 15 
years in Hawaii, I worked as a project and construction manager for a larger Design/
Build home builder. I retired and moved back to the mainland US in 2014.


I left Hawaii twice during my years of residency there. The first time in 1992, I joined the 
Peace Corps, serving in eSwatini (formerly Swaziland) southern Africa. I taught 
woodworking and introductory technical drawing in a rural high school for the 2+ years 
in country.


I again joined Peace Corps in 2002. This time I served in Lesotho, also in southern 
Africa. In Lesotho I taught at a vocational training school, teaching introductory 
computer skills, typing and Microsoft Word.  One of the woodworking instructors 
passed away early in my time in Lesotho, so I ended up also teaching woodworking. In 
Lesotho, I was a member of the District’s AIDS Task Force.


I continue to stay in touch with and support a few youths that I came to know in both 
eSwatini and Lesotho. In the past I have visited southern Africa every 1 to 2 years. Now 
with COVID and my retirement, I have not been able to maintain that travel schedule.


In Hawaii I volunteered at ‘Olelo, the community access television station. Beside 
working on other producers’ shows as a camera person, I also produced 2 of my own 
programs. The first was called “Bring the World Home.” This program went on to film 
and broadcast 72, 30-minute programs, many of them while I was in Africa. On 
returning to Hawaii from Africa, I produced a second program called “Uke Builders 
Workshop.” We filmed and broadcast a total of 17, 1-hour programs.


As a hobby, I built cabinets and other simple furnishings at my home woodworking 
shop. Later I learned to build ‘ukulele. My focus shifted then from cabinets to 
instrument building. 


I moved to Oaxaca in November 2018.




Respectfully submitted,


Siobhan Murphy Grogan 

David Myler 

2021 OLL Nominating Committee


 


PLEASE NOTE 

As per the OLL Bylaws, JOHN HARVEY WILLIAMS automatically 
becomes BOARD PRESIDENT and JACKI GORDON moves to 
IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT. None of the terms of the current 
At-Large Directors expire.


